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1. Festivals
Most people have forgotten the meaning behind traditional or religious festivals;
during festival periods, people nowadays only want to enjoy themselves.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

Some people argue that we no longer remember the original meaning of festivals, and that
most of us treat them as opportunities to have fun. While I agree that enjoyment seems to
be the priority during festival times, | do not agree that people have forgotten what these
festivals mean.

On the one hand, religious and traditional festivals have certainly become times for
celebration. In the UK, Christmas is a good example of a festival period when people are
most concerned with shopping, giving and receiving presents, decorating their homes and
enjoying traditional meals with their families. Most people look forward to Christmas as a
holiday period, rather than a time to practise religion. Similar behaviour can be seen during
non-religious festivals, such as Bonfire Night. People associate this occasion with making
fires, watching firework displays, and perhaps going to large events in local parks; in other
words, enjoyment is people’s primary goal.

However, I disagree with the idea that the underlying meaning of such festivals has been
forgotten. In UK primary schools, children learn in detail about the religious reasons for
celebrating Christmas, Easter and a variety of festivals in other religions. For example, in
late December, children sing Christmas songs which have a religious content, and they may
even perform nativity plays telling the story of Jesus’ birth. Families also play a role in
passing knowledge of religious festivals’ deeper significance on to the next generation. The
same is true for festivals that have a historical background, such as Bonfire Night or
Halloween, in the sense that people generally learn the stories behind these occasions at an
early age.

In conclusion, although people mainly want to enjoy themselves during festivals, I believe
that they are still aware of the reasons for these celebrations.
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2. Extreme sports
Extreme sports such as sky diving and skiing are very dangerous and should be
banned.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

In recent years, extreme sports have become increasingly popular, and some people argue
that governments should prohibit them. I completely disagree with the idea that these
sports are too dangerous, and I therefore believe that they should not be banned.

In my opinion, so-called extreme sports are not as dangerous as many people think. All
sports involve some element of risk, and there should always be clear regulations and
safety procedures to reduce the possibility of accidents. People who take part in extreme
sports are usually required to undergo appropriate training so that the dangers are
minimised. For example, anyone who wants to try skydiving will need to sign up for lessons
with a registered club, and beginners are not allowed to dive solo; they must be
accompanied by an experienced professional. Finally, the protective equipment and
technology used in sports from motor racing to mountain climbing is constantly improving
safety.

While I support regulations and safety measures, I believe that it would be wrong, and
almost impossible, to ban extreme sports. In the first place, we should all be free to decide
how we spend our leisure time; as long as we understand the risks, I do not believe that
politicians should stop us from enjoying ourselves. However, an even stronger argument
against such a ban would be the difficulty of enforcing it. Many of the most risky sports, like
base jumping or big wave surfing, are practised far away from the reach of any authorities.
[ cannot imagine the police being called to stop people from parachuting off a mountain
face or surfing on an isolated beach.

In conclusion, I would argue that people should be free to enjoy extreme sports as long as
they understand the risks and take the appropriate precautions.
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3. Responsibilities of businesses
As well as making money, businesses also have social responsibilities.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Businesses have always sought to make a profit, but it is becoming increasingly common to
hear people talk about the social obligations that companies have. I completely agree with
the idea that businesses should do more for society than simply make money.

On the one hand, I accept that businesses must make money in order to survive in a
competitive world. It seems logical that the priority of any company should be to cover its
running costs, such as employees’ wages and payments for buildings and utilities. On top of
these costs, companies also need to invest in improvements and innovations if they wish to
remain successful. If a company is unable to pay its bills or meet the changing needs of
customers, any concerns about social responsibilities become irrelevant. In other words, a
company can only make a positive contribution to society if it is in good financial health.

On the other hand, companies should not be run with the sole aim of maximising profit;
they have a wider role to play in society. One social obligation that owners and managers
have is to treat their employees well, rather than exploiting them. For example, they could
pay a “living wage” to ensure that workers have a good quality of life. I also like the idea
that businesses could use a proportion of their profits to support local charities,
environmental projects or education initiatives. Finally, instead of trying to minimise their
tax payments by using accounting loopholes, I believe that company bosses should be
happy to contribute to society through the tax system.

In conclusion, I believe that companies should place as much importance on their social
responsibilities as they do on their financial objectives.
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4. Climate change
Some people think that instead of preventing climate change, we need to find a way
to live with it.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Climate change represents a major threat to life on Earth, but some people argue that we
need to accept it rather than try to stop it. I completely disagree with this opinion, because |
believe that we still have time to tackle this issue and reduce the human impact on the
Earth's climate.

There are various measures that governments and individuals could take to prevent, or at
least mitigate, climate change. Governments could introduce laws to limit the carbon
dioxide emissions that lead to global warming. They could impose “green taxes” on drivers,
airline companies and other polluters, and they could invest in renewable energy
production from solar, wind or water power. As individuals, we should also try to limit our
contribution to climate change, by becoming more energy efficient, by flying less, and by
using bicycles and public transport. Furthermore, the public can affect the actions of
governments by voting for politicians who propose to tackle climate change, rather than for
those who would prefer to ignore it.

If instead of taking the above measures we simply try to live with climate change, I believe
that the consequences will be disastrous. To give just one example, | am not optimistic that
we would be able to cope with even a small rise in sea levels. Millions of people would be
displaced by flooding, particularly in countries that do not have the means to safeguard
low-lying areas. These people would lose their homes and their jobs, and they would be
forced to migrate to nearby cities or perhaps to other countries. The potential for human
suffering would be huge, and it is likely that we would see outbreaks of disease and famine,
as well as increased homelessness and poverty.

In conclusion, it is clear to me that we must address the problem of climate change, and I
disagree with those who argue that we can find ways to live with it.
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5. Online news
Although more and more people read news on the Internet, newspaper will remain
the most important source of news.

Do you agree or disagree?

The Internet is beginning to rival newspapers as the best place to find information about
what is happening in the world. I believe that this trend will continue, and the Internet will
soon be just as important as the traditional ones.

On the one hand, I believe that newspapers will continue to be a vital source of information,
even in the Internet age. Firstly, newspapers are the most traditional means of
communicating the news, and not everyone wants to or is able to use the Internet instead.
For example, old people or those in rural areas might not have the ability of opportunity to
get online, while many of us simply prefer newspapers even if we do have Internet access.
Secondly, newspapers can be trusted as reliable sources of news because they employ
professional journalists and editors. Finally, many people like the experience of holding and
reading a paper rather than looking at a computer screen.

However, the Internet is likely to become just as popular as newspapers for a variety of
reasons. The main reason is that it allows us much faster access to news in real time and
wherever we are, on different gadgets and mobile devices. Another key benefit of online
news compared to newspapers is the ability to share articles, discuss them with other
people, give our views, and even contribute with our own updates on social media. For
example, there has been an explosion in the use of platforms like Twitter and YouTube
where anyone can share their news and views. A final point is that this source of news is
less damaging to the environment.

In conclusion, I disagree with the view that newspapers will continue to be the main source
of news, because I believe that the Internet will soon be equally important.
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6. Crimes

Some people who have been in prison become good citizens later, and it is often
argued that these are the best people to talk to teenagers about the dangers of
committing a crime.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

It is true that ex-prisoners can become normal, productive members of society.
completely agree with the idea that allowing such people to speak to teenagers about their
experiences is the best way to discourage them from breaking the law.

In my opinion, teenagers are more likely to accept advice from someone who can speak
from experience. Reformed offenders can tell young people about how they became
involved in crime, the dangers of a criminal lifestyle, and what life in prison is really like.
They can also dispel any ideas that teenagers may have about criminals leading glamorous
lives. While adolescents are often indifferent to the guidance given by older people, I
imagine that most of them would be extremely keen to hear the stories of an ex-offender.
The vivid and perhaps shocking nature of these stories is likely to have a powerful impact.

The alternatives to using reformed criminals to educate teenagers about crime would be
much less effective. One option would be for police officers to visit schools and talk to
young people. This could be useful in terms of informing teens about what happens to
lawbreakers when they are caught, but young people are often reluctant to take advice
from figures of authority. A second option would be for school teachers to speak to their
students about crime, but I doubt that students would see teachers as credible sources of
information about this topic. Finally, educational films might be informative, but there
would be no opportunity for young people to interact and ask questions.

In conclusion, I fully support the view that people who have turned their lives around after
serving a prison sentence could help to deter teenagers from committing crimes.
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7. Old and New

The older generations tend to have very traditional ideas about how people should
live, think and behave. However, some people believe that these ideas are not helpful
in preparing younger generations for modern life.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

It is true that many older people believe in traditional values that often seem incompatible
with the needs of younger people. While I agree that some traditional ideas are outdated,

[ believe that others are still useful and should not be forgotten.

On the one hand, many of the ideas that elderly people have about life are becoming less
relevant for younger people. In the past, for example, people were advised to learn a
profession and find a secure job for life, but today’s workers expect much more variety and
diversity from their careers. At the same time, the ‘rules’ around relationships are being
eroded as young adults make their own choices about who and when to marry. But perhaps
the greatest disparity between the generations can be seen in their attitudes towards
gender roles. The traditional roles of men and women, as breadwinners and housewives,
are no longer accepted as necessary or appropriate by most younger people.

On the other hand, some traditional views and values are certainly applicable to the
modern world. For example, older generations attach great importance to working hard,
doing one’s best, and taking pride in one’s work, and these behaviours can surely benefit
young people as they enter today’s competitive job market. Other characteristics that are
perhaps seen as traditional are politeness and good manners. In our globalised world,
young adults can expect to come into contact with people from a huge variety of
backgrounds, and it is more important than ever to treat others with respect. Finally, I
believe that young people would lead happier lives if they had a more ‘old-fashioned’ sense
of community and neighbourliness.

In conclusion, although the views of older people may sometimes seem unhelpful in today’s
world, we should not dismiss all traditional ideas as irrelevant.
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8. Wild animals
Wild animals have no place in the 21st century, so protecting them is a waste of
resources.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Some people argue that it is pointless to spend money on the protection of wild animals
because we humans have no need for them. I completely disagree with this point of view.

In my opinion, it is absurd to argue that wild animals have no place in the 21st century. I do
not believe that planet Earth exists only for the benefit of humans, and there is nothing
special about this particular century that means that we suddenly have the right to allow or
encourage the extinction of any species. Furthermore, there is no compelling reason why
we should let animals die out. We do not need to exploit or destroy every last square metre
of land in order to feed or accommodate the world’s population. There is plenty of room for
us to exist side by side with wild animals, and this should be our aim.

[ also disagree with the idea that protecting animals is a waste of resources. It is usually the
protection of natural habitats that ensures the survival of wild animals, and most scientists
agree that these habitats are also crucial for human survival. For example, rainforests
produce oxygen, absorb carbon dioxide and stabilise the Earth’s climate. If we destroyed
these areas, the costs of managing the resulting changes to our planet would far outweigh
the costs of conservation. By protecting wild animals and their habitats, we maintain the
natural balance of all life on Earth.

In conclusion, we have no right to decide whether or not wild animals should exist, and I
believe that we should do everything we can to protect them.
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9. Child Education
Families who send their children to private schools should not be required to pay
taxes that support the state education system.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Some people believe that parents of children who attend private schools should not need to
contribute to state schools through taxes. Personally, | completely disagree with this view.

For a variety of reasons, it would be wrong to reduce taxes for families who pay for private
education. Firstly, it would be difficult to calculate the correct amount of tax reduction for
these families, and staff would be required to manage this complex process. Secondly, we
all pay a certain amount of tax for public services that we may not use. For example, most
people are fortunate enough not to have to call the police or fire brigade at any time in their
lives, but they would not expect a tax reduction for this. Finally, if wealthy families were
given a tax discount for sending their children to private schools, we might have a situation
where poorer people pay higher taxes than the rich.

In my opinion, we should all be happy to pay our share of the money that supports public
schools. It is beneficial for all members of society to have a high quality education system
with equal opportunities for all young people. This will result in a well-educated workforce,
and in turn a more productive and prosperous nation. Parents of children in private
schools may also see the advantages of this in their own lives. For example, a company
owner will need well qualified and competent staff, and a well-funded education system
can provide such employees.

In conclusion, I do not believe that any financial concessions should be made for people
who choose private education.

January 1, 2020

Instagram and Telegram: @PDFEnglish



Essays From Examiners | 2020

10. Celebrities
Nowadays celebrities are more famous for their glamour and wealth than for their
achievements, and this sets a bad example to young people.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

[t is true that some celebrities are known for their glamorous lifestyles rather than for the
work they do. While I agree that these celebrities set a bad example for children, I believe
that other famous people act as positive role models.

On the one hand, many people do achieve fame without really working for it. They may
have inherited money from parents, married a famous or wealthy person, or they may have
appeared in gossip magazines or on a reality TV programme. A good example would be
Paris Hilton, who is rich and famous for the wrong reasons. She spends her time attending
parties and nightclubs, and her behaviour promotes the idea that appearance, glamour and
media profile are more important than hard work and good character. The message to
young people is that success can be achieved easily, and that school work is not necessary.

On the other hand, there are at least as many celebrities whose accomplishments make
them excellent role models for young people. Actors, musicians and sports stars become
famous idols because they have worked hard and applied themselves to develop real skills
and abilities. They demonstrate great effort, determination and ambition, which is required
for someone who wants to be truly successful in their chosen field. An example is the actor
and martial artist Jackie Chan, who has become world famous through years of practice and
hard work. This kind of self-made celebrity can inspire children to develop their talents
through application and perseverance.

In conclusion, it seems to me that the influence of celebrities on young people can be
positive as well as negative.
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